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About the Panel

Artificial Intelligence for Development

Background

The October 2025 South Asia Development Update focuses on the labor
market impacts of Al in South Asia. The report finds that the adoption of
Al would only moderately expose South Asia’s workforce to changes. This
is because of the predominance of low-skill, agricultural, and manual jobs,
which tend to be those that Al is least likely to replace.

Productivity gains could be substantial for the 15 percent of South Asian
workers who are in jobs with strong complementarities with Al and who tend
to be highly educated, experienced workers. Demand for Al skills has grown
rapidly and jobs with these skills command a wage premium of nearly 30
percent relative to other white-collar jobs.

Only 7 percent of South Asia’s jobs are highly exposed to Al without being
complementary to its use, and thus at risk of automation—well below the 15
percent exposure in other emerging markets. Moderately educated, young
workers are the most vulnerable to job displacement. The introduction of
Generative Al has already reduced monthly job listings by around 20 percent
for the most exposed and most substitutable white-collar occupations, with
the largest relative job losses having occurred among upper-middle-skilled
and entry-level workers.

At a global level, he World Development Report (WDR) 2026 will focus
on “Artificial Intelligence for Development.” The report will investigate the
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development implications of Al as a general-purpose technology (GPT) and
assess the best policy choices to leverage the benefits of Al while offsetting
potential risks. In doing so, it will focus on the institutional and governance

arrangements needed to ensure inclusive and responsible deployment of
Al. In studying the development implications of Al deployment, the report
will focus on impacts on jobs, productivity, human capital, and the delivery
of public services.
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Ashok Panda

Vice President and Global Head, Al and Automation
Services, Infosys Limited

As the Global Head of Al & Automation Services
at Infosys, Dr. Ashok leads the firm’s vision to help
enterprises unlock the full potential of Al. With 28
years in IT and business consulting, his journey began
as an SAP consultant and evolved into driving large-
scale transformation programs for Fortune 500 clients
across industries like manufacturing, retail, and life
sciences. At Infosys, Mr. Panda founded the Topaz
Center of Excellence, which helps enterprises discover
and scale Al responsibly. In Topaz, his team has
created Infosys Agnetic Foundry, reimagined services,
and built industry-specific playbooks that turn Al and
Generative Al into tangible business outcomes. He
is also responsible for strategic partnerships between
Infosys and Al players such as NVIDIA, AMD, Intel, Meta,
Microsoft, Google, AWS, IBM, start-ups and academia.
Mr. Panda holds a BTech in Production Engineering
and Management from the NIT-Jamshedpur.
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Gaurav Nayyar

Economic Adviser and Director
World Development Report 2026, World Bank.

Dr. Gaurav Nayyar is the Director of the 2026 World
Development Report on Artificial Intelligence for
Development. Previously, he was a Lead Economist
in the Office of the Chief Economist in the Equitable
Growth, Finance, and Institutions Vice Presidency
at the World Bank, which he joined as a Young
Professional in 2013. Prior to joining the Bank, he
was an Economics Affairs Officer in the Economic
Research Division of the World Trade Organization,
where he co-led the World Trade Report 2013, Factors
Shaping the Future of World Trade. Gaurav’s research
interests lie primarily in the areas of economic growth,
structural transformation, trade, industrialization, and
firm productivity, and He has published in a variety
of academic journals on these issues. Gaurav holds
a DPhil in Economics from the University of Oxford,
where he was a Dorothy Hodgkin Scholar. His other
alma maters include the London School of Economics
and Political Science, the University of Cambridge, and
St. Stephen’s College, University of Delhi.
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Franziska Ohnsorge
Chief Economist, South Asia Region, The World Bank

Dr. Franziska Ohnsorge is the World Bank Chief
Economist for South Asia. In this role, she is responsible
for leading the research program on key economic
issues in South Asia to inform the policy debate and
World Bank lending. Before starting this position, she
was the Manager at the Development Economics
Vice Presidency where she spearheaded the flagship
Global Economic Prospects report. Prior to joining
the World Bank, Dr. Franziska Ohnsorge worked in
the Office of the Chief Economist of the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development and at the
International Monetary Fund. Her research has been
featured in peer-reviewed journals as well as policy
publications and has covered a wide range of topics in
international macroeconomics and finance, including
debt and financial crises, inflation and monetary policy,
as well as growth and informal labor markets. Her work
has been widely cited, including in the Economist, the
Wall Street Journal, and the Financial Times. She holds
a Ph.D. from the University of Toronto.
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