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ABSTRACT

By imagining a world at the extrapolated end of current trends in employment saving technical
change, the paper highlights the issues that will have to be addressed well before we get there.
These include: (i) the growing importance of redistribution, (ii) the balance between pre-market and
post-market redistribution, (iii) in post-market redistribution the balance between universalism and
targeting, (iv) what exactly is meant by the dignity of work and why it is important, and (v) the
relevance, if any, of employment creation policies.
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Dr. V.B. Singh was one of the co-founders of the Indian Society of Labour
Economics whose partnership was crucial for Shri V.V. Giri's own tireless
efforts to bring to inception the Society in 1957, at the time of which,
Dr.Singh was a teacher in the University of Lucknow. Dr. Singh was also
the editor of the Indian Journal of Labour Economics until his untimely
death when he was only at 50. Dr. Singh was not merely an academic, but
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journey started at a very young age when he was jailed during the Quit
India Movement. He was also a member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) and
also contributed significantly to policy making. As an eminent economist,
he was well known for his works in economic history, political economy,
labour history and post-Keynesian economics. He was also the Head of
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